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53,098 

Elderly Vaccination Subsidy Scheme (EVSS) 
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120,583 

 
12,802 

 



 2 

��������	
��
��������������	
��
��������������	
��
��������������	
��
������� �� �� �� �  
Background information on adverse events following 

seasonal influenza vaccination 
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1.  The 2011/12 seasonal influenza vaccine contains A/California/7/2009 
(H1N1)-like virus (also known as human swine influenza), A/Perth/16/2009 
(H3N2)-like virus and B/Brisbane/60/2008-like virus antigens.  Seasonal influenza 
vaccines have been used for more than 60 years and have excellent safety profile. 
 
2.  Seasonal influenza vaccine is very safe and usually well tolerated apart 
from occasional soreness, redness or swelling at the injection site (inactivated 
vaccine). Some recipients may experience fever, muscle and joint pains, and 
tiredness beginning 6 to 12 hours after vaccination and lasting up to two days. 
 
3.  An adverse event is a health problem that is reported after someone gets 
vaccinated. It may or may not have been caused by the vaccine. Some of these 
events may occur by chance during the post-vaccination period and are unrelated 
to vaccination. Report of adverse event does not mean that a vaccine caused the 
event. 
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Table 1 Monthly number of newly admitted Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) cases 
in Hong Kong 
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Month 
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012* 

1 3 5 6 4 3 5 7 10 7 4 �� �� ��
2 6 6 6 4 2 6 8 3 5 3 �� �� ��
3 8 4 5 3 4 8 6 8 8 5 �� �� ��
4 6 7 6 3 4 4 2 3 1 2 �� ��� �
5 10 4 7 3 1 5 4 4 2 5 �� �� �
6 6 7 1 4 7 3 6 1 1 5 �� �� �
7 4 3 4 4 5 4 2 2 2 6 �� �� �
8 3 2 1 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 �� �� �
9 1 2 1 3 2 2 3 2 1 1 �� �� �

10 5 7 3 6 3 3 2 8 4 5 3 5  
11 2 4 4 5 7 2 7 5 1 7 2 1  
12 6 4 5 2 0 5 4 5 6 4 4 1  

� �

Total 
60 55 49 44 41 49 54 54 40 50 47 51 14 

* ��������	
�� ( 
 � 2012 � 5 �) 

 Provisional data from Hospital Authority (as of May 2012) 
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About 40-60 cases of Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) are seen in public hospitals 
each year. The incidence of GBS is higher among elderly persons and during the 
winter season.  During the 2009/10 HSI vaccination programme, the Expert 
Group based on statistical analysis using local GBS data, concluded that the 
observed number of GBS cases that occurred in vaccinated persons lies within 
normal expectation of baseline incidence. During the 2010/11 seasonal influenza 
vaccination programme, the number of GBS recorded in public hospitals has not 
deviated from the baseline. 
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Table 2 The number of stillbirth recorded by the Department of Health 
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Year/Month 

� � � � (>24 � � � ) 
Total number of stillbirth (>24 gestation week) 

2003 189 

2004 164 

2005 218 

2006 152 

2007 176 

2008 169 

2009 158 

2010 152 
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Number of GBS (within the period of 5 days and 6 weeks after vaccination) and 
intrauterine death and other serious adverse events reported among vaccinated 
person since 26 September 2011 (as of 12 noon, 14 May 2012): 
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